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Above the Clouds

A graduate of York University’s Jazz Music Program (Ontario, Canada), Dan Austin has developed and built strong music
programs at both the elementary and high school level. Dan has presented several clinics at the annual Ontario Music Educators
Association conference and is a regular contributor to the Canadian Music Educators Association Journal, Ontario Music
Educators Association Journal and the Ontario District Trillium Magazine. He has also been a guest lecturer in music education
classes at the University of Toronto, McMaster University, and York University. In 2022, Dan was awarded the Keith Mann
Outstanding Band Director Award by Musicfest Canada and the National Arts Centre, and in 2020 he was named the inaugural
winner of the Beckwith Award by the Canadian Music Centre.

Please contact the composer if you require any further information about this piece
or his availability for commissioning new works and appearances.

dan.austin@enpmusic.com
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Dan Austin

Humans have a fascination with flying and being up above the clouds, soaring like a bird. From the smallest
children to full grown adults, we all have this level of wonder with the idea of being up in the sky. This piece
was written to celebrate that feeling and sensation of flight.

The quick tempo and repeated patterns help create the feeling of forward motion and energy throughout the
ensemble. This piece is specifically designed for beginning players, only using 6 pitches and a limited
rhythmic pallet. All parts are doubled, giving the young musicians security across the band. This piece is also
a great educational tool for introducing dynamics, slurring, staccato and accents.
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