Symphonic Series

ConnectUS

CAROL BRITTIN CHQ@ERS

Instrumen’l‘Qan
o>

Full Score

it \Q\\C’
N

WMNONNMNNAEDMDIMNONAD-

O Alto Saxophone 2
Tenor Saxopho \\
éf Baritone Sa‘xo Q
Bb Trumpe 0
@ Bb Trumpet \ 4
Bb Trur@t 4
HQ 2
S Fs N
Tr§mbone 1 @ 3
@ Trombone 2 Q 3
Bass Trombone O 3
Euphonium
Baritone T.C.

Tuba / o %

2
7
2
nare Drum, Bass Drum
ercussion 2 4
Tambourine, Hi-hat, Suspended Cymbal,
Timbales
Percussion 3 5

Suspended Cymbal, China Cymbal,
Castanets, Tam-tam, Congas

INGERT
WJONES

PUBLICATIONS



About the Composer

Carol Brittin Chambers is currently the composer and owner of Aspenwood
Music, LLC. She lives in San Antonio, Texas, where she is also on the music
faculty at Texas Lutheran University.

Chambers is commissioned each year to compose and arrange works for
concert band, marching band, orchgstra, and various other ensembles. Her
concert works have been select l%‘-e J.W. Pepper Editor’s Choice List
and the Bandworld Top 100 a ve been performed at state educator
conferences across the cou@ cluding the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.
She was named the wi he 2019 WBDI (Women Band Directors

International) Compositi petition. She has arranged and orchestrated
marching shows for num igh school and college bands across the country,
as well as The Crossme orps.
Before coming to TLU, Chambers taught mi ool and high school band and private lessons for many

years in the North East Independent Schoo ict, San Antonio, TX. She has also consistently performed
tonio Symphonies.

with groups such as the Mid-Texas aQ
Chambers received a Master of Music inWrumpet Performance fr Northwestern University %\chelor

of Music Education from Texas T%niversity. She studied \ \Vincent Cichowicz, J‘ohO ter, Arnold

Jacobs, James Sudduth, and \@ eder. Q \}
O Co QUS . OZ
ConnectUS was co sioned for the 2023 All-State Band b

School Bands, night, President. Thg pi emiered at the 2023
convention i

Human

n Antonio, TX. \
, even more than oth@als, are inherently socidifand wired to connect. Yet, in spite of
how

seem to be, often & ng ourselves surroun by'many other people, ake not always
ted. In fact, we can s find ourselves feeling g&#e)isolated or lonely. \

he beginning of ConnectUS, | depict a hectic, busyfs @,but with brief intg s of solos meant

convey feelings of solitude and introspection. A irst section of the piecé lops, various other
themes begin to join, such as the first lyrical the easure 30 played by the Euphonium and Bassoon,
as well a more positive theme played by the Wood ds at Measure 41 that se to say, “ We can all stand

strong, we can all stand together!” V4
'E>, . ‘Z,
i e

The second section of the piece is a Iyri% ng of the hymn, Blesﬁd the Tie that Binds. The Clarinets
e

and low Woodwinds begin a chorales tment of this hymn re 87, with Flutes reminding us of
“standing together”. Brass soon joi versation, and befor %there is a great intertwining of eighth-
note descending and ascendipe, |ige are passed from imgtrument to another, eventually leading us
to an emotional peak, followe & ntle reminders of our ely” theme and “standing together” theme.

The final section takes an xpected turn. Driven by a Latin-based groove, soloists begin to play new,
energized versions of the “lonely” theme, improvisatory in nature. They start adding on and playing with
each other. More musicians keep joining, which eventually culminates into a full-out jam session. Measure
148 starts the uplifting ending, which is again based on Blessed Be the Tie that Binds.”Overall, we have more
in common with others than we often realize. Even the feeling of isolation is something that most humans
have experienced at some point. We are really never alone, because it is likely that someone has felt what
you feel or is even feeling it right now. Most of the time, trials will pass, and the sun will rise again tomorrow.
But as we go day by day, it really is wonderful when we find commonalities between us, when we discover
the things in life that truly CONNECT US.

o

aspenwoodmusic.com aspenwoodmusic/carol Wingert-Jones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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