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About the Composer

LeAndra Benton is an administrator at J.J. Pearce High School in
Richard=son 15D in Richardson, Texas. Batare serving in the position as
administrator, Mr. Benton was the Associate Director of Bands at J.1
Fearce High School where he served as an instructor of the marching
band, conducted the Wind Symphony, assisted with other concert

- ensembles, and taught beginner classes within tha Pearce clustar. Mr.

. Benton is a native of Longview, Texas, and a graduate of Longview High
School. Mr. Benton was previously thae Associate Director of Bands at

Little Elm High Schaol, in Little Elm, Texas, before joining Richardson 150,

Mr. Benton earned his Bachelor of Music Education degrase with certitications in both
wocal and instrumental music (K-12) from Morthwestarn State University in Matchitoches, Louisiana,
wheara he studied trombons under Dr. J. Mark Thompson, Andrew Eden, and conducting under Dr.
Jaeffray C. Mathews. Mr. Banton, a trombonist and past mamber of the "Spirit of Morthwastern™ Marching
Band, servad as a trombone saction leader, piccalo saction leader, and drum majar. Mr. Benton was
alsa a mambear of the Morthwestern State University's Wind Ensemble, University Jazz Orcheastra,
University Man's Chorus, Trombone Choir, and Tuba & Euphonium Ensemble. Mr. Benton also holds a
Master of Education Administration degrae from Lamar Univarsity in Beaum xas5.

Mr.Bentonis anactive compaser {C. Alan Publications and Carl Fischer @arrang er, and trombonist
in the DFW area, performing recently in tha Metrapalit inds of Elm. He also serves as an
adjudicator, band clinician, a summer camp conductor, a m ? structor. In addition to music,
he is also an NCAA Woamen's Basketball Official, r TE$ h School Basketball Official, a

astars Association, International
a Sinfonia Fraternity. Mr. Benton was
d2 irls State Basketball Tourmament, and the

mplated the 2nd edition of his fundamental studies
r. Eeﬁnjnys officiating, traveling, composing music,
d. Q
ht Dances

"Sunlight Dances"” is an enargy-filla g band work that celebrates the vibrancy and contrasts of
a sunlit day through music. Set in ay of E-flat major, the piace unfolds in three distinct sactions,
each capturing a differant face ight's influence on our world.

The composition opens g Ihwely and spirited introduction, setting a jubilant tone with bright,
dancing rhythms and shimmearing melodies. This section is characterized by its buoyant tempo and
infectious enargy, reflecting the playful nature of sunlight as it plays upon the landscape. The Brass and
Woodwinds engage in a spirited dialogue, while the Percussion saction provides a dynamic foundation,
driving the music forward with an invigorating sense of momantum.

selected twica by tha UIL to officiate in I:he‘E
AAU Mationals in Las Vegas, Mavada. Ha
book for band entitled "The Daily Regim

and playing with his spunky cocka pz:K

As the pieca progresses, it transitions into a more samber yet lyrical middle section. Hare, the mood
shifts to one of introspective reflection, mirroring the gentle, ditfused light of & midday sun abscured
by clouds. Clasing, "Sunlight Dances" brings a return to high-spirited exuberance. The music bursts
Forth with renewed vitality, incorporating playful and energetic themeas that celebrate the sun’s radiant
returr. The Percussion section takes center stage here, adding vibrant accents and rhythmic complaxity
that energize the entire ansamble.

"Sunlight Dances™ is dedicated to one of my best friends and an outstanding band director, Mr.

Kevin Cantu.

Wingert-lones Publications

Recordings are available on all major streaming services.
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