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Program Note

This piece was commissioned for the Northern Manitoba Concert Band Festival,
and first performed by the Festival Band under the direction of the composer, on
November 26th, 1983, at the concluding concert of this annual meeting.

The suite is one of the oldest instrumental forms stemming from the practice of
bringing together several independent and contrasting smaller pieces for listening
pleasure purely as music; in contrast to the individual use of the pieces as dances,
processions or for similar “extra-musical” purposes. As such, the suite is the
progenitor of the ever larger and more developed forms of purely instrumental music,
culminating in the symphony.

The music of A LITTLE CONCERT SUITE is in four movements, corresponding
roughly to the usual divisions of this classic format, each with its own generally
descriptive title.

The opening INTRADA is a stately introduction, depicting a regal procession
such as at a court festival, with the assembly of honored guests.

The SICILIANA is a contrasting movement, with trumpets and trombones silent.
It sings a hushed serenade in quiet, almost melancholy tones, in the characteristic 6/8
rhythm of this Italian dance form.

The SCHERZO has a light, bubbling texture with distinctly modern touches in its
melodic and rhythmic figures. Again it is in striking contrast to what has come
immediately before, but with the same general instrumentation as in the second
movement. . .though with muted brass added.

The concluding GIGUE is an adaptation of a much used French and English dance
form as adapted for court use in the 17th and 18th centuries, and which subsequently
found its way into the purely instrumental suites of composers such as Bach and
Handel.

Note To Conductor

Careful attention to tempi, dynamics and proper phrasing will result in a brilliant
and highly successful performance of this many-faceted music.

In the third and fourth movements, the tempo should be taken only as fast as the
woodwinds, in particular, can articulate their rhythmic figures clearly, with the
melodic lines sounding cleanly and unforced throughout. This becomes especially
important in the triplet figures of the final movement, in the melodic lines themselves
and the figurations as well.

Care should be taken with the balances involved in the second movement. It is
suggested that no more than one baritone and two tubas play throughout, so the
essentially woodwind colors featured may sound with maximum clarity and
brilliance of tone color even in the quieter passages. The woodwinds must not be
“weighed down” or have their sounds “dampened” by heavy brass playing in this
movement.

An extremely light style is required for the full effect of the third movement’s
scherzo-like feeling, as a contrast to what has gone before and what is to follow. The
staccato tonguing of both brass and woodwinds here must be clean, separated, and
absolutely rhythmical for this to succeed.

The fourth movement should be treated much the same as the second movement
(Siciliana), with the number of trumpets, trombones, baritones, and tubas reduced
somewhat, beginning at measure 34 and continuing up to 78, where the score
specifies the use of only one baritone and one tuba.
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Total Duration: ca. 9:03

Dedicated to the Swan Valley School Band, Manitoba, Canada
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