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PROGRAM NOTES

Siyahamba (pronounced: SEE-YAH-HAHM-BAH), is a traditional song of the Zulu people,
originating in the KwaZulu province of South Africa (now a part of Natal province).With strong
ties to the apartheid movement, the tune, with its bold major sixth and minor seventh leaps, has
a resolutely hopeful quality about it.

The setting is straightforward, with persistent ostinatos in the bass line and percussion part
providing an energetic background, propelling the theme forward. Several ‘call and response’
patterns characteristic of African music are also part of the musical fabric.
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Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an
automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page
count, rather than score order. We hope this will not present any difficulty for
you in distributing the parts. Thank you for your understanding.
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