Poseidon
for French Horn and Symphonic Band

Hardy Mertens, opus 185

commissioned by the “Marines Band's Friends” Foundation on occasion of the 50th anniversary
of the Dutch Marines Band of the Royal Navy

dedicated to Jacob Slagter and Gert Buitenhuis

Prograin Note

Poseidon, brother of Zeus, is the fierce and awsome God of All Seas.
This composition depicts seven fragments from Greek mythologdy, significant for Poseidon's
complex character.

PART ONE - Poseidon arises from the Sea [introduction]

Poseidon has the power to merge complete with the sea in wich he lives. Whenever he appears it is by
complete surprise; whenever one is confronted with him, one gets overwhelmed with respect.

PART TWO - Voyades in the Golden Carriage [score number 2]

Poseidon recklessly travels in his golden carriage over the sea and causes heavy siorms. He is able to split
ships, mountains and islands in two with one sircke of his triple toothed fork.

PART THREE - The Creation of the First Horse [score number 11]

Poseidon bares a warm heart for the Athens. Partly because of their plentyful offerings to him, he creates
the first horse for them. The Athens then become a horsetaming people.

PART FOUR - The Adultery with Medousa [score number 14]

Poseidon's lustruous love live leads to countless adulteries. He assumes the outlook of a horse to make to
the gorgo Medousa.

PART FIVE - The Wrath of Athena [score number 20}

The Goddess Athena hears of Poseidon’s adultery with Medousa in a temple dedicated to her. She punishes
both Poseidon and Medousa for this blasphemy by tuming Medousas hair into snakes.

PART SIX - The Love for Gaia [score numnber 23]

Poseidon’s love for the nymph Gaia is cursed by fate. All their children are born as monsters; their
reciprocate affection only growes stronger.

Poseidon’s undisputed Divinity [score number 27}

Poseidon’s power cannot be disputed. The lives of all seafaring men are in his hands.
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I. Poseidon arises from the Sea
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