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Program Note

Gustav Mahler (1860-1911) composed his Wunderbornlieder (Songs from the Youth’s Magic
Horn) between 1892 and 1901.

The Wunderborn poems were collected by Achim von Arim and Clemens Bretano and
published between 1806-1808. Mahler was fascinated by this collection from the first time
he read them in 1887.

These real German folk poems bear a less subjective character than lyrical poetry usually
does; Instead they reflect the delight Mahler took in the sounds of nature, popular songs
and genuine simplicity and strength.

Mahler also used some of the Wunderhornlieder in his 2*, 3 and 4* Symphony.

The songs do not form a real cycle but in atmosphere, theme and style they do belong
together.

Although meant for a male voice, they are often performed by alternating male and female
voices. Some of the songs even became duets.

Under Mahler’s baton some of the songs were already performed by a soprano.

Just half of the Wunderhornlieder have military subjects reflecting Mahler’s youth in
Jilhava were his family lived near barracks and were he grew up with sounds of fanfares,
drums, bugle calls and marching feet.

Beside those there are songs with humoristic or ironic elements sometimes resulting in
strange or funny sound effects and songs (often lovesongs) which are primarily lyrical in
tone. .

All songs have in common very typical contrasts by sudden change of atmosphere and an
orchestration that combines unusually fine subtlery with a great range of colours.

Wo die schonen Trompeten blasen belongs to the military Wunderbornlieder and was
composed in 1895.

The beauty of truth and not the beauty of romantic make-believe, so evident for Mahler’s
songs, is very outstanding in this beautiful piece.

Instrumentation

1% and 2* Flute 1% and 2*Horn F

1% and 2*¢ Oboe 3% and 4* Horn F

1% and 2*¢ Bassoon 1% and 2* Trumpet Bb
1% and 2 Solo Bb Clarinet String Bass

1" Bb Clarinet

2°¢ Bb Clarinet voice

3 Bb Clarinet

Bass Clarinet Bb

Alto Saxophone Eb
Tenor Saxophone Bb
Baritone Saxophone Eb
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Wo die schénen Trompeten blasen
from 'Des Knaben Wunderborn'

Gustav Mahler (1860 -1911)
transeribed by Jos van de Braak
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