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HOME ON THE RANGE
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PROGRAM NOTES BAND ARRANGEMENT BY JAMES BARNES

The best known of all of the old-time cowboy and western
songs, the music to “Home On The Range” was written in
1873 by Dan Kelly in Smith County, Kansas. The original
words were written by Dr. Brewster Higley, a pioneer
doctor and neighbor of Dan Kelly.

After the song was lushly harmonized by James S. Ralston
for his vocal groups at the University of Kansas, noted
composet/arranger James Barnes has completed the cycle
with this sensitive scoring of Ralston’s harmonization for
the modern concert band. The song is the official song of
the State of Kansas.

James Barnes is currently the staff
arranger and assistant to the
director of bands at the University
of Kansas. Barnes's numerous
publications range from serious
works for symphonic band to "Pop”
music arrangements for marching
band, slementary band and solos.
Mr Barnes has traveled extensively
as a guest composer, conductor,
clinician and adjudicator throughout
America, Europe, Japan and
Australia. He is a member of the Kansas Bandmasters
Association, KM.E.A, MEEIN.C.,, CBD.N.A. and AB.C,
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