Symphonic Suite for Brass Band Nic Mills

Programm notes

In June 2010, | decided to create a major work for orchestra. Over the following months | combined old
and new ideas to create these four movements: <Forces of Nature, The Setting Sun, Remembrance
and Finale>. In 2011, | was commissioned to transcribe the work for the Swiss Army Brass Band.
This is very much a programmatic work and | try to depict certain feelings or convey pictures in each
movement. | wrote Forces of Nature in 2009 as part of my final A-level composition. | thought this
would be a great opener to the symphonic work and really exploit the band to its full potentional with
a film-like style movement. Each theme or certain chordal progressions in this suite derive from the
material in this movement.

The second movement, The Setting Sun, is original to the symphonic work and | tried to create a
completely different atmosphere to Forces of Nature. The extended chords and slow melody at the
beginning really give a sense of the sun slowly setting over the horizon. Gradually the movement
builds in excitement into rehearsal mark J where a fanfare is played throughout the band as the sun
finally sets. The bar before J is a held chord in the trombones, euphonium and Eb bass, this makes
the listener feel anticipation for what is to follow. This also represents the moment before the sun sets
where there is almost a moment of silence before darkness finally sets in. After the fanfare there is a
held concert G in the bass trombone, Eb bass and timpani, this represents the darkness of the night
setting in. However, this is interrupted by quite a jolly melody in the flugelhorn and solo horn, which
announces that the night has begun. To finish the movement | decided to reprise the opening section
in the tonic key of the symphonic work, Eb major.

The third movement, Remembrance, was written in 2008 following the death of my Grandma just
before christmas of that year. | used very simple and repetitive harmonic textures, moreso to convey
emotion rather than opt for musical complexity. Out of the whole suite, this movement is the most
emotional piece for me and is a work close to my heart.

The final movement, Finale, is a joyous movement which combines all the themes from the other
movements in one way or another (even with the most subtle of themes). The main theme is presented
in the soprano cornet and solo cornet at the beginning of the movement with a secondary theme
being played at bar 365 in the lower end of the band. A hymn-like section follows at rehearsal mark
V through to X, which subtly using themes from the first three movements. Then at rehearsal mark
X, the secondary theme returns in full heroic form and plays out alongside the main theme till the
grandioso ending, which is very Shostakovich-like in nature. Here, everyone is playing extremely
loudly, to hopefully, completely fill the auditorium with sound and leave the audience wanting more!

THE COMPOSER

Nic Mills was born in Nottingham, England in 1991. When he was two, his family moved to Plymouth
in the South West of England. Nic learned to play the flute at primary school and piano at secondary
school. In 2006, while at secondary school, Nic took up composition as part of his GCSE music. Nic
is mostly a self-taught composer with some tuition from his music teacher, Pete Twyman (an ex-royal
marine). Nic began playing with the local youth ensembles, which included a wind band, youth orche-
stra and a big band. Here, he got to write many pieces for the bands to play through and towards his
final years at school, some pieces were played at concerts in Plymouth. In 2008, Nic entered the South
West Young Composer of the Year Award (England). This competition consisted of writing a piece in
reaction to watching a film about a disastrous flood of a Devon village called Boscastle. Nic won this
competition and with the prize money went on a composition course weekend at the Royal Academy
of Music that summer. In 2009, Nic began to learn to play percussion at a summer music school in
Plymouth and carried on when he went to University in 2009. Nic now studies a BMus music degree
at the University of Huddersfield. Nic also plays percussion with the Diggle Brass Band under the lea-
dership of the great cornet player Mr James Shepherd. James Shepherd has taken an interest in Nic’s
compositional skills and has played through many of his new compositions, giving him feedback. Also,
in December 2009, James Shepherd conducted the world premiere of Nic’'s brass band piece called
‘Christmas’ with Elland Silver Band, to great acclaim. After finishing his studies at Huddersfield Uni-

versity, Nic would like to go on to do a Masters in composition at one of the music colleges in the UK.



SYMPHONIC SUITE

FOR WIND BAND
Movement I: "Forces of Nature"

Nic Mills
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1st Flute

2nd Flute

Piccolo/3rd Flute

1st Oboe

2nd Oboe

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Clarinet Eb

1st Clarinet Bb

2nd Clarinet Bb)

3rd Clarinet Bb

Alto Clarinet in Eb

Bass Clarinet Bb

1st Alto Saxophone Eb

2nd Alto Saxophone Eb

Tenorsaxophone Bb

Baritonsaxophone Eb

1st Trumpet Bb

2nd Trumpet Bb

3rd Trumpet Bb

1st Horn F|

2nd Horn F|

3rd Horn in F

4th Horn in F

1st Trombone C

2nd Trombone C

3rd Trombone C

Euphonium

Tuba

String Bass

Harp

Piano

Timpani r =

Percussion |

Percussion Il

Percussion |1l

Percussion IV

Percussion V
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