
T he grandeur and beauty of Joyful Variations takes the listener on a journey through one of 
the most famous melodies ever written—Beethoven’s theme from Symphony No. 9. Noble 
fanfares open and close these variations, set in ternary form, while sweeping renditions of 

the theme provide color and lyricism in a contrasting Adagio section. An excellent piece to open 
or close any concert!

Joyful Variations was commissioned by the Space Center Intermediate Band in honor of receiving 
the Sudler Cup presented by the John Philip Sousa Foundation.

Grade Level: 3½ (Medium)

Joyful  
Variations

Based on Beethoven’s Ode to Joy

By Brian Beck

Instrumentation

	 1	� Conductor Score
	 1	� Piccolo
	 5	� 1st Flute
	 5	� 2nd Flute
	 1	� 1st Oboe 
	 1	� 2nd Oboe
	 1	� 1st Bassoon
	 1	� 2nd Bassoon
	 4	� 1st B Clarinet
	 4	� 2nd B Clarinet
	 4	� 3rd B Clarinet
	 2	� B Bass Clarinet 
	 2	� 1st E Alto Saxophone
	 2	� 2nd E Alto Saxophone
	 2	� B Tenor Saxophone
	 1	� E Baritone Saxophone
	 3	� 1st B Trumpet
	 3	� 2nd B Trumpet
	 3	� 3rd B Trumpet

World Parts 
available for download from  
www.alfred.com/worldparts

E Alto Clarinet
E Contra Alto Clarinet
B Contra Bass Clarinet
1st E  Horn
2nd E  Horn
3rd E  Horn
4th E  Horn
1st Trombone in B T.C.
2nd Trombone in B T.C.
3rd Trombone in B T.C.
1st Trombone in B B.C.
2nd Trombone in B B.C.
3rd Trombone in B B.C.
Euphonium in B B.C.
Euphonium T.C.
Tuba in B T.C.
Tuba in B B.C.
Tuba in E T.C.
Tuba in E B.C.
String Bass

	 1	� 1st F Horn
	 1	� 2nd F Horn
	 1	� 3rd F Horn
	 1	� 4th F Horn
	 2	� 1st Trombone
	 2	� 2nd Trombone
	 2	� 3rd Trombone
	 2	� Euphonium
	 4	� Tuba

Percussion — 7 players:
	 1	� Bells
	 1	� Chimes
	 2	� Percussion 1

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum) 

	 3	� Percussion 2
(Suspended Cymbal, Crash 
Cymbals/Triangle)

	 1	� Timpani

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 
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