
notes TO THE CONDUCTOR
Three traditional German Christmas Carols are linked together in this playable arrangement. The first, “Lasst 
uns froh und munter sein” (“Let’s be happy and lively”) is meant to be sung on the evening before December 
6, just prior to the Feast of St. Nicholas (Santa Claus). The second carol is well known as “O Come Little 
Children” and is featured in the early Suzuki curriculum. Suzuki studied in Germany as a young man and utilized a 
considerable amount of German folk music in his materials. Finally, the concluding carol, an unnamed traditional 
tune, tells of eagerly awaiting Christmas morning. These three carols are simple expressions of the pleasure and 
devotion found in the celebration of the Christmas season, and all are associated with children singing. 

The first and third carols are lively in character and should be played in the lower half of the bow. In contrast, 
the middle carol is best played using long bows, striving for a beautiful legato. The third carol, beginning at 
measure 41, should follow a tempo twice as fast as the previous carol and should be played in the lower half of 
the bow until the end. Please observe the bow lifts, as they are critical to capturing the spirit of the music.

Note from the editor
All Belwin string parts have been carefully bowed and fingered appropriately by level. The Yellow Very Begin-
ning series includes many bowings as well as reminder fingerings for first-time readers. The Red Beginning series 
includes frequent bowings to assist younger players. Fingerings for altered pitches are often marked. The Green 
Intermediate series includes appropriately placed bowings for middle-level students. Fingerings and positions are 
marked for notes beyond first position. The Blue Concert series includes bowings appropriate for the experi-
enced high school player. Fingerings and position markings are indicated for difficult passages. 

Bob Phillips 
Belwin/Pop String Editor

Correlates with Orchestra Expressions, Book I  Grade Level: 1

ORCHESTRA Expressions™ Series

INSTRUMENTATION

	 1	 Conductor
	 8	 1st Violin
	 8	 2nd Violin
	 5	 Viola
	 5	 Cello
	 5	 String Bass

	 1	 Piano Accompaniment 
(for rehearsal only)

	 1	 Percussion 
(Sleigh Bells)

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

A terrific multicultural addition to any beginning holiday concert! These three contrasting carols are a fun way 
to introduce cut time and reinforce bow lifts. 

German Christmas 
Carols

Traditional German Carols
Arranged by Sandra Dackow
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German Christmas Carols

Traditional German Carols
Arranged by Sandra Dackow

CONDUCTOR SCORE
Duration - 1:45
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