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PROGRAM NOTE

Written during the Midwest flooding in the winter of 2015, Rising Waters opens with a wave-like introduction.
The band then begins to paint a musicai picture of the relentless rains and urgency felt as the great rivers
in the region approached their flood stages. A contrasting soft section briefly relieves the tension before the
full band returns with a renewed intensity that builds to an exciting conclusion.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

Please observe the marked tempo carefully and encourage the ensemble to maintain intensity throughout the work
without rushing.

The section marked "softly" should be contrasting and in time. Be sure to encourage the students to keep up the en-
ergy even when playing at a lower dynamic.

The wave-like effect created by the crescendos in the infroduction is the central thematic idea of the piece and recurs
often. Special attention should be given to this effect throughout, particularly in the cymbal part in measures 49-53.

{ hope that you and the ensemble enjoy Rising Waters. Best wishes for an exciting performance!
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Mark J. Connor {(b. 1971) is a composer, educator, and conductor with a focus in the
concert band. His works appear on several state adoption lists. He has been commis-
sioned by, or won awards from, the Jacksonville Symphony, the Eppes String Quartet,
the Smoky Mountain Brass Quintet, Composers and Schools in Concent, and the Com-
mission Project.

He has taught instrumental classes at all levels ranging from junior high school through
post-graduate. He is currently the Instructor of Music Theory and Composition at McKendree
University. Prior to his arrival in the St. Louis area, he was a Visiting Assistant Professor
of Music Theory at the Western Carolina University School of Music. From 1997 to 2001
Mark was the Director of Bands and teacher at Paima High School in Salinas, California.
He holds degrees in music from California State University, Chico, the University of Col-
orado, and Florida State University.
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