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PROGRAM NOTE

Dark Matter is an exciting work for the developing band by John M. Pasternak.
Our musical quest takes us on an interplanetary journey through deep space and beyond. Intense rhythmic interaction and beautiful lyrical themes
transport the listener through a powerful musical experience.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The beginning of our journey to find the hypothetical Dark Mafter starts with a tutti shout. It should be played short and together and is a “wake up”
to the audience. The low woodwinds and fow brass sneak in and sneak back out several times. The dynamics in these parts are extremely important.

At measure 14, the clarinets/alto saxophones/french horns introduce the first theme backed by pulsing eighth notes in the percussion section. This
theme should be legato and provide contrast to the aggressive and accented eighth notes. it'is important the accents in the percussion section
match the winds.

The mood changes to a more aggressive tone at measure 27. The triplet theme shouid be performed marcato and the half note theme shouid con-
tinue to be performed legato. Note the dramatic dynamic change at measure 35.

Our quest slows down in measures 38-41 where the piece reflects on the existence of dark matter. In this section, pay specific attention to dynamic
contrast. All the themes should be performed legato. All the chords in the trombones, euphoniums and tubas should be connected. Make sure these
notes are fuil value and balanced. After reflecting, the piece moves forward with a return to the first theme at measure 66.

During this last time through the theme, the low woodwinds/low brass/percussion play a more aggressive version of their beginning statement.
Again, it is.extremely important the accents line up between all the parts in this section. The theme in the clarinet, alto saxophones and french horns
should be performed legato while the other parts should be performed marcato.

As the journey moves to an end, there is a more positive resolution at measure 85. Attention should be given to the dynamic contrast from measure
87 to the end. Please be sure the final musical statement in measures 100-101 is slow and accented with full note value.

Enjoy the quest to find Dark Matter! <7

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

John Pasternak has directed and composed for community ensembles throughout the Cleveland area since 2003. Mr. Pasternak earned a
Bachelor's Degree in Music Education from Kent State University (KSU), where he served as President of their Ohio Coliegiate Music Education
Association (OCMEA) Chapter. He also composed and conducted works for the KSU ensembles. In the fall of 2010, he composed a film score
for the KSU independent film Breaking News and was staff arranger for the Kent State Marching Golden Flashes. In 2012, he completed work
on his second film, Research: The Musical. Mr. Pasternak has been a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(ASCAP) since 2008. John is currently a Band Director for the Warrensville Heights City School District and Cleveland Letter Carriers Band.
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