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B” Tenor Saxophone........ Percussion 2: Crash Cymbals .......ccoviioriniicncien i 2

Eb Baritone Saxophone....

PROGRAM NOTE

The term “Oscar Mike” comes from the military phonetic alphabet. It is used by the military to signify that a unit is “on the move.” This march by composer
Brian Bankston is written for developing concert bands “on the move!”

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The duration of this march is 1’50” if taken at the marked tempo. 1t opens in the key of Bb major and is in 2/4 time. After a short introduction, the 1st
strain is presented and repeated. Pay special attention to the articulations. The staccato and accented notes should both be separated but the ac-
cented notes should be given more emphasis and length.

Watch out for the crescendo in the 2nd ending of the 1st strain. The traditional 2nd strain is omitted from the form and jumps right into the trio intro-
duction with a short percussion soli and key change to Eb major. The trio section should be in‘a more legato style following the siurs for phrasing
each line. Watch for 2nd time only markings. Each time the trio is played it should be with increased dynamics.

Next comes the “dogfight” where groups of instruments toss around a staccato rhythm that creates a nice send off to the grandioso. Be sure to
watch for the contrast of the slurs against the staccato notes.

The grandioso is a D.S. back to the trio melody played forte. Take the second ending on the D.S. for the Fine. Take care to play the “stinger” with
the correct articulation. Itis marked marcato and should be ptayed more forcefully than the accented notes, but be careful not to allow overblowing
and create harsh tones and/or pitch problems.

The marcato marking appears before the “dogfight” and at the key change as well. To create a well balanced sound with the overall band, ask the
second clarinet and second trumpet to “play out” as they are the only sections that carry this musical line. To strengthen this line even more, direct
the majority of the clarinet section to play the 2nd part.

There are two spots to challenge players with accidentals. Watch for the Ab in the 1st ending of the 1st strain and special care shouid be given to
the chromatic line in the “dogfight.”

All bands should experience playing marches and develop a sense of the march style. The march has great history and tradition among bands and
is a fundamental part of developing a well rounded band. Have a great performance!
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Brian Bankston {composer, arranger, educator, saxophonist and guitarist) resides in Gadsden, Alabama. The music
of Brian Bankston draws from a large bag of rhythm, bass, harmony and melody that offers a variety of style and mood
giving his compositions a unique signature. His compositions are designed to focus on the needs of young concert
bands and jazz ensembiles but acceptable for any level.

He creates beautiful and exciting music within the grasp of any eager beginning band as well as music that wili chal-
lenge a mature ensembie. His experience teaching music at ali leveis has given him the insight to invent fun, creative
and playabie works that present the fundamentais of music to students of all ages.

Mr. Bankston received a Master of Music in saxophone performance with a concentration in composition and jazz
studies from Eastern {llinois University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Jacksonville State University (AL).
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