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Rehearsal Notes

Rattle the Cage is an intense and driving work, featuring propulsive themes and aggressive percussion. Although the overall character of the piece is
strong and forceful, be careful to observe the many dynamic changes, which ease the tension, and provide a respite from the more bombastic sections
of the piece. Early on, examples of this occur in m. 11-18 and 27-31. In these areas, work with your students so that they can play lighter and softer,
but with the same intensity as they would when playing loud.

Spend time working with your percussionists, so that you achieve a solid rhythmic foundation throughout. Bring out the different percussion colors, espe-
cially in places that are lighter in texture (like m. 41-53).

At “Listesso Tempo” (m. 69), conduct in two, but do not slow down—only the colors and style change. This is a good spot to work on legato style and
phrasing. Maintain the original tempo until the rallentando in m. 78-79. Observe the “Moderato” at m. 80, and the ritard at m. 84. A recapitulation of the
main theme, and a return to the original tempo begins at m. 85.

Overall, careful attention to details—dynamics, articulations, and style—will ensure a successful performance. | hope you and your students will enjoy
rehearsing and performing Rattle the Cage.

- Larry Neeck

About the Composer

Larry Neeck is an internationally recognized composer, with more than one hundred works for concert band and jazz ensem-
ble published by C.L. Barnhouse Company. As a composer, he has been commissioned numerous times to write for concert
band, jazz ensemble, and orchestra, and often works as a guest conductor and clinician. Annually, he receives ASCAP awards
for his compositions.

His CDs, “Swing Machine,” recorded by the Studio “A” Big Band, and “Midnight Escape,” recorded by the Washington Winds
are available from Walking Frog Records. His music has also been heard on PBS television.

Mr. Neeck holds a B.A. in Music from the University of Pittsburgh, and an M.M. in Music Education from the Eastman School
of Music. He is a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), Music Educators National
Conference (MENC), New York State School Music Association (NYSSMA), and the New York State Band Directors Association (NYSBDA).

In addition to composing, Mr. Neeck teaches instrumental music in the Webster (NY) Central School District. He directs concert bands, jazz ensembles,
and is co-founder and director of the Willink Middle School Student/Parent Band.

New Young Band CD

 KICK-START
; The Washington Winds, Edward Petersen - Conduclor

CONTENTS: Rattle The Cage (Neeck), Thunderbolt Galop (Huffer/arr. Glover), After The Storm (J. McBride), Insurrection (Coles), Christmas
- Faniasy (P Clark), Siberian Express (Phillips), Eif Dance gConaway), Desert Fire (J. McBride), Silver Wings March (R.W. Smith), Mission To Mars

Chatfaway), Secret Agent (Romeyn), As Eagles Soar (Swearingen), The Quest for Greatness gConaway), Sleddin' Hill (Shaffer), Spirits of the
eavens( haffer‘ Argosy (R.W. Smith), The Sounds Of Liberty 2 wearingen), Pajaritos (Huckeby), Simple Dreams (Romeyn), Christmas Angels
(P. Clark), Promise Of A New Sunrise (Shaffer), Attack of the ‘ombie Trombones (Neeck), Power And Pride (Conawa g/ ircus Time (Shaffer), Time For Trumpets (R.W.
Smith), A Quiet Song (Swearingen), Jingle Drums (Neeck), Call To Glory (Romeyn) Kick-Start! (Swearingen), On Parade (Glover), Drum & Drummer (Shaffer), Mach One
(J. McBride), Just As | Am (Setting by R.W. Smith), Deck The Holidays (Romeyn)
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