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INSTRUMENTATION
1 - Conductor 4 — Euphonium/Bassoon
10 — Flute 3 —Baritone T'C/Bassoon
2 — Oboe 4 —'Tuba
6 — 1st Clarinet in Bb 1 — Timpani (Optional)
6 — 2nd Clarinet in Bb 2 — Mallets
2 — Bass Clarinet in B Bells, Xylophone
6 — Eb Alto Saxophone 4 — Snare Drum, Bass
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone Drum, Suspended
2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone Cymbal, Whip
5 — 1st Trumpet in Bb 1 — Sleigh Bells
5— 2nd Trumpet in Bb 2 — Augxiliary Percussion
4 —Hom in F Tambourine, Tempo
6 — Trombone Blocks
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Minka’s Sleigh Ride

On Old Russian Songs

“Minka” is an old Ukrainian/Cossack folk song that has survived the test of time and even
found favor with classical composers the likes of Weber, Hummel and Beethoven.

Beethoven arranged many folk songs for voice, including “Schone Minka,” as it is often
referred to, and wrote a set of Variations for Flute or Violin and Piano (Op. 107, No. 7).

Freely translated, a few lines of “Schone Minka” reads:

Lovely Minka, I must leave.
Oh, don’t you feel the anguish...

On the mountain, in the groves,
[ call for you...

This setting also includes a quote from another Russian folk song, “The Birch Tree,” used
by Tchaikovsky in his Fourth Symphony.

This piece is ideal for a winter concert, and playable by second and third year band students.

Pierre La Plante
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