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The Duke of Marlborough Goes to War * Chanson Triste (Une Jeune Fillette)
Bon Voyage, Monsieur Dumollet ¢ Petit Papa

INSTRUMENTATION
1 — Conductor 3 —Bp Trumpet 2
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4 — Bb Clarinet 2 2 — Euphonium BC
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2 —Bb Bass Clarinet 1 — Timpani
3 — Eb Alto Saxophone 1 2 —Mallet Percussion
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2 —Bp Tenor Saxophone 2 — Snare Drum, Field Drum
2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone 1 — Bass Drum

3 —Bb Trumpet 1 1 — Crash Cymbals




L.

Notes on Suite of Old French Songs

The melody of The Duke of Marlborough Goes to War (Marlbrough sten va-t-en guerre) is best known
to most as “For He’s A Jolly Good Fellow” or “The Bear Went Over The Mountain.” It seems ironic
that this song about a most successful and feared English general would be well known in France. The
Duke who is the subject of the song was John Churchill (b. 1650), an ancestor of Winston Churchill.

Wikipedia describes the song as a “burlesque lament” made up on the mistaken notion that the Duke
was killed in battle. That makes sense, since the song is somewhat jolly and lighthearted in nature and
describes his going off to war, promising to return by Easter. Then, after many months pass, his wife
goes up to her tower to anxiously await his return, etc. A lengthy translation of the entire narrative is
found on Wikipedia as well as at www.mamalisa.com.

In the realm of classical music, the tune is heard in Beethoven’s Wellington’s Victory to represent the
French Army.

Chanson Triste 1s based on a song that dates back to 14th Century France: Une Jeune Fillette (A
Young Girl) tells of a young maiden “of noble heart” who has fallen in love but was sent off to a
convent against her wishes. There she will spend the rest of her life, inconsolable and praying for
death to take away her sadness and heartache.

Bon Voyage, Monsieur Dumollet! - M. Dumollet is off on a voyage and his friends are all on hand to
wish him well and hope he doesn’t get shipwrecked on the way.

They also warn him to beware (in Paris, presumably) of thieves, rascals and poodles that could bite
him in the leg, among other things.

The Bon Voyage, Monsieur Dumollet motive is heard in overlapping phrases and key changes as the
ship sets sail and eventually fades as it pulls away. Marc-Antoine Desaugiers (b. 1772) is credited
with writing this song.

Petit Papa (Little Daddy) - This tune would be appropriate for a birthday or Father’s Day celebration.
The first verse can be interpreted as:

Today is your festive day.

I have flowers to crown your head
And flowers to put over your heart.
Petit Papa, Petit Papa.

The setting of Petit Papa is perhaps a bit raucous for the words that seem both gentle and pastoral, but
still the occasion is a happy one, so I chose to emphasize the festive part of the verse and bring the
suite to an exciting conclusion.

As with all programmatic music, the tunes should stand on their own, and although the origins of the
melodies might be somewhat different, I think they go together satisfactorily and can be enjoyed
without the “story.” Suffice it to say, the titles suggest enough imagery for a story.

Pierre La Plante
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2. Chanson Triste
(Une Jeune Fillette)
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3. Bon Voyage, Monsieur Dumollet
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