


PrefacE
The idea for this book originated during the Austrian Percussion Camp at the Carinthian 
Music Academy on Lake Ossiach. In the summer of 2020, we were both attending the camp 
as tutors for the second time and already shared a lot of happy memories of previous camp 
sessions. A break between classes during the 2020 camp provided us with the opportunity 

for a new crossover experiment: we tried out a traditional South Indian composition using voice, sticks 
and pad. We had such a good time that we immediately presented our ‘field test’ on the Academy stage 
and the concept of TALADIDDLE was born the very same evening.
Konnakol is one of the most effective ways of learning and mastering rhythm – and rudiments form an 
essential vocabulary of Western drumming. Both traditions can be counted among the most ancient 
and highly developed rhythm concepts across the world and are additionally useful methodical tools. 

Both the rudiments and the syllabic construction of konnakol can be considered as groups 
or x-tuplets consisting of different shapes and lengths which are always related to the pulse 
of the music. Here we are attempting to make a contribution to ensure that relevant cultural 

heritage from all over the world not only survives but is also communicated and passed on through 
creative channels for posterity. Taladiddle is thereby creating a bridge between these previously 
unconnected worlds which however display so many common factors and parallels.

We have resolved to plunge straight into authentic rhythmic studies according to the motto 
‘learning by doing’ without a specific focus on theoretical components. The beauty of both 
konnakol and rudiments is their simplicity and clarity. Both concepts help us to memorize 
an extensive rhythmic vocabulary, visualize patterns and compositions and plan ahead 

mentally during performance. They enable us to cross borders, illuminating new paths towards rhythmic 
creativity and improvisation in any musical genre.

 

Basically, the volume progresses as a sort of dialogue, connecting us both in our project and 
joint activities:

Claudio’s words always appear in connection with the syllabic tower and 

We hope you enjoy experimenting and making music with these two ingenious and exciting rhythmic 
languages of the world: konnakol and rudiments.

Claus’s commentaries and observations are accompanied by the field drum symbol.
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More Books written by Claus Hessler

alfredmusic.de

DAILY DRUMSET WORKOUT 
A Day-to-Day Guide to Better Drumming
A comprehensive 224-page publication by Claus Hessler! 
Here you can find everything a contemporary drummer 
needs to be able to play today. Claus teaches you new 
rhythmic skills that facilitate greater security and musical 
freedom. Whether you play rock, pop, funk, latin, jazz, 
afro-cuban, or second-line music, the high-quality MP3 
CD enables you to practice every exercise in every style 
in three different tempos. Each groove, style and tempo, 
using dynamics from very soft to very loud, are practiced 
in a daily routine, and through this technique, the player‘s 
response to the rhythmic grooves and patterns becomes 
automatic, allowing greater concentration on the musical 
aspects of modern drumming.
Book & MP3-CD
German edition: ISBN 978-3-933136-85-5
English edition: ISBN 978-3-943638-00-4

The Classic on Open-Handed Playing
The first workbook for drummers of all musical styles to learn how to play the drum set without 
crossing the arms. Based on the concepts of drumming legends Jim Chapin and Billy Cobham.  
The included CD contains audio samples as well as four play-alongs in three versions: 
1. with drums, 2. with click (without drums), 3. without click and drums.
Open-Handed Playing | Volume 1  	 Open-Handed Playing | Volume 2 
Book & CD		  A Step Beyond  |  Book & CD
ISBN: 978-0-7390-5415-4	 ISBN: 978-0-7390-8473-1




