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This piece is dedicated to Philip BIa a form buglerin ed States Commandant’s Own Marine Drum

and Bugle Corps. Philip was a frlen ne ometo n rollton, Texas. Though he attended my rival
schools, Dan F. Long Middle School anx\ ith ng , he had a way of bringing joy and light wherever
work i

he went. When news of his passi egan culate, D g and directors Jonathan Adamo and Brandon Jones
reached out to me to commission is honer, performed by the very band that gave him his start—
the Long MS Band.

Composing music for N . oal was to highlight the strength of his character and his warm
personality with eac G o illustrate hléred spirit with each harmony, and to paint the picture of who Philip
was and will always b > Was a marine. a trumpet player. Most importantly, however, he was a son, a kind
soul,and afi iend. : @/

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

begins with the %ty and fervor of a parade. | chose this exciting mood because that’s the feeling |
n | first met Phi as a trumpet soloist in the very first All-Region band | ever played in. The band itself
soun azing, bu 's sound and style—even as an 8th grader—were absolutely breathtaking.

As the temp slowza somber funeral march, the percussion provides a familiar, steady processional beat, leading to
a trumpet soloyThis melody draws upon the melody of “Taps,” a bugle call played to signal “lights out” at the end of
the day for the I|tary Symbolically, it is also played at military funerals as one final “lights out.” The music marches to
a chorale section, where hints of the Newman Smith alma mater are weaved into the musical texture.

The final section combines the chorale melody with the beginning fanfare theme in the original key of E» —said to be
the key of love and devotion. Eventually, | raise the key center a whole step to F, often called the key of victory. We end,
finally, with a rhythmically augmented version of “The Marine’s Hymn,” wherein the woodwinds play the words “from
the halls of Montezuma,” answered by the low-voiced “...to the shores of Tripoli.”

Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. @e&um BAN D

The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. a division of Alfred






Commissioned by Jonathan Adamo, Brandon Jones, and the Dan F. Long MS Band in Dallas, TX,
in memory of Philip Black, USMC

Ultimate Valor

FULL SCORE By JaRod Hall (ASCAP)
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