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PROGRAM NOTE S’O
Cha Cha Chopsticks is a lively fusion of two musical worlds: infectious Latin rhythms and the dhood tu ticks. Composed to help
students learn syncopation, accelerando, and basic Latin percussion, Cha Cha Chopsticks is a fun transformation t is often first learned with

two fingers at the piano. Now, instead of a simple keyboard duet, students experigfice this melody in a new way, d with Latin flair!

ring the ensemble’s feel. Emphasize syncopation

n at meas& 4@% to start at a manageable tempo to give

t players should bring out the familiar Chopsticks

&&usw com to connect! W }%&

and gifted musical s (The American Prize), Heather Ellis Koehn is an Oklahoma-based
who draws tion from nature, historical events, personal experience, and social causes.
Il . Koehn’s original works for band, choir, and chamber ensembles have been

she has received commissions from high school bands, regional and state band

and. In 2018, Ms. Koehn’s piece, “Canyon’s Edge”, was selected as a winner of
1, she received a Special Judges’ Citation for “Vital Perspective on Historical Events

@American Prize for her wind band work, “36 Blocks”, written to memorialize all that was lost

he summer of 2022, as one of eight composers selected from around the world, Ms. Koehn

gnized residency, Composing in the Wilderness in Denali National Park and Preserve. In addition

w%s. Koehn is a nationally recognized marching band wind arranger and design consultant. Her clients
a ands of America Regional Championship. Whether writing educational etudes, sight reading audition
creating an original work, Ms. Koehn strives to create a meaningful experience for performer and listener
ently serves § associal ector of bands at Bartlesville (OK) Public Schools with her husband and teaching partner, Chris. When not

composing,she can be found exploring backcountry trails all over the USA.
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