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PROGRAM NOTE

Catacombs are underground passages built primarily for religious purposes, particularly for burials: in anment S elaborate catacombs
spread worldwide and used to identify, immortalize, and show respect to the dead. Since they were dug undergroundse turles they are dark and
dank, and even people not usually prone to claustrophobia can begin to feel veryaincomfortable. There are, of co s@ ends of them being haunted!

r younger players, it uses the melodic minor scale, which is mainly
cussion, and the@trills to create and build tension, not unlike

Catacombs is intended to capture the spookiness of these places. Writte
scored on the lower portion of comfortable middle ranges. It uses dynam
one would hear in a scary movie.

r ratchet. It's no olume but the instrument's sound that establishes the needed
the entrance of the rest of the ensemble.

| use auxiliary percussion like the Ratchet to help with tk n in this piece. Tak cwaklour player doesn't get carried away and play so loudly
Lt i 0 ie aw %

the Ratchet moments.

ill or eighth-note half-step motive. Trills should have the same intensity
as opposed to remain loud. Pay close attention to the band's balance during those

ind Catacombs an ex f|t for your ensemble and that your students and audience will enjoy hearing you bring it to

aged@t rwsmusic. comto il W
0 ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Brady M(b. 1966) is the Director of Bands at Williams Baptist University in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. Mr. Massey’s background

incl eaching all grade levels of instrumental music, from beginning band through university band. His ensembles have received
c@!he local, regional, and national levels, and are consistently praised on their performances.

ssey’s professional affiliations include the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), the Arkansas

| Band and Orchestra Association, the National Band Association, the College Band Directors’ National Association, and has

served on the board of directors for Dixie Band Camp and Drum Corps South. He is a recent past-president of the Arkansas

Bandmasters Association, and has been the recipient of numerous awards in the education field as well as in the music education
field.

Mr. Massey is the owner of Ovation by Design, which creates custom music and arrangements for bands and other media, and is the director of the Arkansas
Ambassadors of Music, which produces a concert tour of Europe every two years. He resides in Pocahontas, Arkansas with his wife Carol and daughter
Makenzie.
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